
 
 

Episcopal Church of the Holy Cross 

Worship Plan for Sunday, December 4, 2022  

2 Advent 

Second Sunday of Advent 

Daily Morning Prayer Rite One 

Sunday, December 4, 2022 

 

 

 

 



OPENING HYMN 

 

OPENING SENTENCE (BCP p. 37) 

The Officiant says 

Watch ye, for ye know not when the master of the house cometh, at even, or at midnight, or at 

the cock-crowing, or in the morning; lest coming suddenly he find you sleeping. Mark 13:35, 

36 

 

CONFESSION OF SIN (BCP p. 41) 

The Officiant says to the people 

Dearly beloved, we have come together in the presence of Almighty God our heavenly Father, to 

render thanks for the great benefits that we have received at his hands, to set forth his most 

worthy praise, to hear his holy Word, and to ask, for ourselves and on behalf of others, those 

things that are necessary for our life and our salvation. And so that we may prepare ourselves in 

heart and mind to worship him, let us kneel in silence, and with penitent and obedient hearts 

confess our sins, that we may obtain forgiveness by his infinite goodness and mercy. 

Silence may be kept. 

Officiant and People together, all kneeling 

Almighty and most merciful Father, 

we have erred and strayed from thy ways like lost sheep, 

we have followed too much the devices and desires of our 

own hearts, 

we have offended against thy holy laws, 

we have left undone those things which we ought to 

have done, 

and we have done those things which we ought not to 

have done. 

But thou, O Lord, have mercy upon us, 

spare thou those who confess their faults, 

restore thou those who are penitent, 

according to thy promises declared unto mankind 

in Christ Jesus our Lord; 

and grant, O most merciful Father, for his sake, 

that we may hereafter live a godly, righteous, and sober life, 

to the glory of thy holy Name. Amen. 

The Priest alone stands and says 

The Almighty and merciful Lord grant you absolution and remission of all your sins, true 

repentance, amendment of life, and the grace and consolation of his Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 

The Invitatory and Psalter 

 

VERSICLE (BCP p. 42) 



All stand 

Officiant O Lord, open thou our lips. 

People And our mouth shall show forth thy praise. 

  

Officiant and People 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the beginning, is now, and 

will be for ever. Amen. Alleluia. 

 

ANTIPHON (BCP p. 42) 

Our King and Savior draweth nigh: O come, let us adore him. 

 

INVITATORY (BCP p. 42) 

O come, let us sing unto the Lord; * 

let us heartily rejoice in the strength of our salvation. 

Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving, * 

and show ourselves glad in him with psalms. 

For the Lord is a great God, * 

and a great King above all gods. 

In his hand are all the corners of the earth, * 

and the strength of the hills is his also. 

The sea is his and he made it, * 

and his hands prepared the dry land. 

O come, let us worship and fall down * 

and kneel before the Lord our Maker. 

For he is the Lord our God, * 

and we are the people of his pasture 

and the sheep of his hand. 

O worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness; * 

let the whole earth stand in awe of him. 

For he cometh, for he cometh to judge the earth, * 

and with righteousness to judge the world 

and the peoples with his truth. 

 

PSALM: Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19 

 1Give the king your justice, O God, * 

  and your righteousness to the King’s Son; 

 2That he may rule your people righteously * 

  and the poor with justice; 

 3That the mountains may bring prosperity to the people, * 

  and the little hills bring righteousness. 

 4He shall defend the needy among the people; * 

  he shall rescue the poor and crush the oppressor. 

 5He shall live as long as the sun and moon endure, * 

  from one generation to another. 



 6He shall come down like rain upon the mown field, * 

  like showers that water the earth. 

 7In his time shall the righteous flourish; * 

  there shall be abundance of peace till the moon shall be no more. 

 18Blessed be the Lord GOD, the God of Israel, * 

  who alone does wondrous deeds! 

 19And blessed be his glorious Name forever, * 

  and may all the earth be filled with his glory. Amen. Amen. 

At the end of the Psalm is sung or said 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

 

The Lessons 

 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 11:1-10 

The people sit. 

A Reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah. 

 1A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, 

  and a branch shall grow out of his roots. 

 2The spirit of the LORD shall rest on him, 

  the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 

  the spirit of counsel and might, 

  the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 

 3His delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. 

 

 He shall not judge by what his eyes see, 

  or decide by what his ears hear; 

 4but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, 

  and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; 

 he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, 

  and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 

 5Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist, 

  and faithfulness the belt around his loins. 

 

 6The wolf shall live with the lamb, 

  the leopard shall lie down with the kid, 

 the calf and the lion and the fatling together, 

  and a little child shall lead them. 

 7The cow and the bear shall graze, 

  their young shall lie down together; 

  and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 

 8The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, 

  and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den. 

 9They will not hurt or destroy 



  on all my holy mountain; 

 for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD 

  as the waters cover the sea. 

 

  10On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; the nations shall inquire 

of him, and his dwelling shall be glorious. 

  

Reader The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 

  

Silence may follow. 

 

FIRST CANTICLE (BCP p. 47) 

Canticle 2: A Song of Praise 

Benedictus es, Domine 

Song of the Three Young Men, 29-34 

Blessed art thou, O Lord God of our fathers; * 

praised and exalted above all for ever. 

Blessed art thou for the name of thy Majesty; * 

praised and exalted above all for ever. 

Blessed art thou in the temple of thy holiness; * 

praised and exalted above all for ever. 

Blessed art thou that beholdest the depths, 

and dwellest between the Cherubim; * 

praised and exalted above all for ever. 

Blessed art thou on the glorious throne of thy kingdom; * 

praised and exalted above all for ever. 

Blessed art thou in the firmament of heaven; * 

praised and exalted above all for ever. 

Blessed art thou, O Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; * 

praised and exalted above all for ever. 

 

SECOND READING: Romans 15:4-13 

The people sit. 

A Reading from Paul's letter to the Church in Rome. 

4Whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, so that by steadfastness 

and by the encouragement of the scriptures we might have hope. 5May the God of steadfastness 

and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one another, in accordance with Christ 

Jesus, 6so that together you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 

Christ. 

 

  7Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God. 8For 

I tell you that Christ has become a servant of the circumcised on behalf of the truth of God in 



order that he might confirm the promises given to the patriarchs, 9and in order that the Gentiles 

might glorify God for his mercy. As it is written,  

 “Therefore I will confess you among the Gentiles, 

  and sing praises to your name”; 
10and again he says,  

 “Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people”; 
11and again,  

 “Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, 

  and let all the peoples praise him”; 
12and again Isaiah says,  

 “The root of Jesse shall come, 

  the one who rises to rule the Gentiles; 

 in him the Gentiles shall hope.” 
13May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in 

hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

  

Reader The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 

  

Silence may follow. 

 

SECOND CANTICLE (BCP p. 47) 

Canticle 7: We Praise Thee 

Te Deum laudamus 

We praise thee, O God; we acknowledge thee to be the Lord. 

All the earth doth worship thee, the Father everlasting. 

To thee all Angels cry aloud, 

the Heavens and all the Powers therein. 

To thee Cherubim and Seraphim continually do cry: 

Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Sabaoth; 

Heaven and earth are full of the majesty of thy glory. 

The glorious company of the apostles praise thee. 

The goodly fellowship of the prophets praise thee. 

The noble army of martyrs praise thee. 

The holy Church throughout all the world 

doth acknowledge thee, 

the Father, of an infinite majesty, 

thine adorable, true, and only Son, 

also the Holy Ghost the Comforter. 

Thou art the King of glory, O Christ. 

Thou art the everlasting Son of the Father. 

When thou tookest upon thee to deliver man, 

thou didst humble thyself to be born of a Virgin. 

When thou hadst overcome the sharpness of death, 

thou didst open the kingdom of heaven to all believers. 



Thou sittest at the right hand of God, in the glory of the Father. 

We believe that thou shalt come to be our judge. 

We therefore pray thee, help thy servants, 

whom thou hast redeemed with thy precious blood. 

Make them to be numbered with thy saints, 

in glory everlasting. 

 

THIRD READING: Matthew 3:1-12 

The people sit. 

A Reading from Matthew. 

1In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, proclaiming, 2“Repent, for 

the kingdom of heaven has come near.” 3This is the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when 

he said,  

 “The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 

 ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 

  make his paths straight.’ ” 
4Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his waist, and his food was 

locusts and wild honey. 5Then the people of Jerusalem and all Judea were going out to him, and 

all the region along the Jordan, 6and they were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing 

their sins. 

  7But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to them, “You 

brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 8Bear fruit worthy of 

repentance. 9Do not presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor’; for I tell 

you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. 10Even now the ax is lying at 

the root of the trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown 

into the fire. 

  11“I baptize you with water for repentance, but one who is more powerful than I is coming 

after me; I am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 
12His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor and will gather his 

wheat into the granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” 

  

Reader The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 

  

Silence may follow. 

 

HYMN 

 

SERMON 

 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED (BCP p. 53) 

Officiant and People together, all standing. 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 



creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

and born of the Virgin Mary. 

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again. 

He ascended into heaven, 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

The Prayers 

 

SALUTATION (BCP p. 54) 

The people stand or kneel 

Officiant The Lord be with you. 

People And with thy spirit. 

Officiant Let us pray. 

  

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER (BCP p. 54) 

Officiant and People 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy Name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

SUFFRAGES (BCP p. 55) 



V. O Lord, show thy mercy upon us; 

R. And grant us thy salvation. 

V. Endue thy ministers with righteousness; 

R. And make thy chosen people joyful. 

V. Give peace, O Lord, in all the world; 

R. For only in thee can we live in safety. 

V. Lord, keep this nation under thy care; 

R. And guide us in the way of justice and truth. 

V. Let thy way be known upon earth; 

R. Thy saving health among all nations. 

V. Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten; 

R. Nor the hope of the poor be taken away. 

V. Create in us clean hearts, O God; 

R. And sustain us with thy Holy Spirit. 

 

FIRST COLLECT (BCP p. 56) 

Merciful God, who sent thy messengers the prophets to preach repentance and prepare the way 

for our salvation: Give us grace to heed their warnings and forsake our sins, that we may greet 

with joy the coming of Jesus Christ our Redeemer; who liveth and reigneth with thee and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

SECOND COLLECT (BCP p. 56) 

O God, who makest us glad with the weekly remembrance of the glorious resurrection of thy Son 

our Lord: Grant us this day such blessing through our worship of thee, that the days to come may 

be spent in thy favor; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

THIRD COLLECT (BCP p. 56) 

O God, the King eternal, who dividest the day from the night and turnest the shadow of death 

into the morning: Drive far from us all wrong desires, incline our hearts to keep thy law, and 

guide our feet into the way of peace; that, having done thy will with cheerfullness while it was 

day, we may, when the night cometh, rejoice to give thee thanks; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

PRAYER FOR MISSION (BCP p. 57) 

Almighty and everlasting God, by whose Spirit the whole body of thy faithful people is governed 

and sanctified: Receive our supplications and prayers which we offer before thee for all members 

of thy holy Church, that in their vocation and ministry they may truly and godly serve thee; 

through our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

THE GENERAL THANKSGIVING (BCP p. 58) 

Officiant and People 

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, 

we thine unworthy servants 

do give thee most humble and hearty thanks 



for all thy goodness and loving-kindness 

to us and to all men. 

We bless thee for our creation, preservation, 

and all the blessings of this life; 

but above all for thine inestimable love 

in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ, 

for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 

And, we beseech thee, 

give us that due sense of all thy mercies, 

that our hearts may be unfeignedly thankful; 

and that we show forth thy praise, 

not only with our lips, but in our lives, 

by giving up our selves to thy service, 

and by walking before thee 

in holiness and righteousness all our days; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

to whom, with thee and the Holy Ghost, 

be all honor and glory, world without end. Amen. 

 

CONCLUDING VERSICLE (BCP p. 59) 

Let us bless the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

CONCLUDING SENTENCE (BCP p. 59) 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Ghost, 

be with us all evermore. Amen. 2 Corinthians 13:14 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

CLOSING HYMN 
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Upcoming Commemorations 

 

John of Damascus, Priest and Theologian, c.760 

Sunday, December 4, 2022 

 

Clement of Alexandria, Priest and Theologian, c.210 

Monday, December 5, 2022 

 

Nicholas of Myra, Bishop, c. 342 

Tuesday, December 6, 2022 

 



Ambrose of Milan, Bishop and Theologian, 397 

Wednesday, December 7, 2022 

 

Richard Baxter: Pastor and Writer, 1691 

Thursday, December 8, 2022 

 

Karl Barth: Pastor and Theologian, 1968 

Saturday, December 10, 2022 

 

Thomas Merton: Contemplative and Writer, 1968 

Saturday, December 10, 2022 

 


