
 
 
Holy Cross Episcopal Church 
 
Fourth Sunday of Easter 
The Holy Eucharist Rite Two without Communion 
Sunday, April 21, 2024 



The Word of God 
 

Penitential Order 
 
ENTRANCE HYMN (BCP p. 351) 
 
OPENING ACCLAMATION (BCP p. 351) 
The people standing, the Presider says 

Presider Alleluia. Christ is risen. 
People The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia. 
  

 
CONFESSION OF SIN (BCP p. 351) 
  

The Presider says 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Silence may be kept. 

Minister and People 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

The Minister says 

Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life. Amen. 

 
OPENING ANTHEM OR SONG OF PRAISE S 280 Glory to God (Canticle 20) 
(Powell) (BCP p. 356) 
The following is sung, all standing 





 

 
THE COLLECT OF THE DAY (BCP p. 357) 
Presider The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Presider Let us pray. 
  

O God, whose Son Jesus is the good shepherd of your people: Grant that when we hear his voice 
we may know him who calls us each by name, and follow where he leads; who, with you and the 
Holy Spirit, lives and reigns, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Lessons 
 
FIRST READING: Acts 4:5-12 
The people sit. 

A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles. 
5The rulers, elders, and scribes assembled in Jerusalem, 6with Annas the high priest, Caiaphas, 
John, and Alexander, and all who were of the high-priestly family. 7When they had made the 
prisoners stand in their midst, they inquired, “By what power or by what name did you do this?” 
8Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers of the people and elders, 9if we are 
questioned today because of a good deed done to someone who was sick and are asked how this 
man has been healed, 10let it be known to all of you, and to all the people of Israel, that this man 
is standing before you in good health by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you 
crucified, whom God raised from the dead. 11This Jesus is  
 ‘the stone that was rejected by you, the builders; 
  it has become the cornerstone.’ 
12There is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given among mortals 
by which we must be saved.” 
  

Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
  

Silence may follow. 



 
PSALM: Psalm 23 
Remain seated. 

 1The LORD is my shepherd; * 
  I shall not be in want. 
 2He makes me lie down in green pastures * 
  and leads me beside still waters. 
 3He revives my soul * 
  and guides me along right pathways for his Name’s sake. 
 4Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 
 I shall fear no evil; * 
  for you are with me; 
  your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 
 5You spread a table before me in the presence of those who trouble me; * 
  you have anointed my head with oil, 
  and my cup is running over. 
 6Surely your goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, * 
  and I will dwell in the house of the LORD for ever. 
 
SECOND READING: 1 John 3:16-24 
The people sit. 

A Reading from the First letter of John. 
16We know love by this, that he laid down his life for us—and we ought to lay down our lives for 
one another. 17How does God’s love abide in anyone who has the world’s goods and sees a 
brother or sister in need and yet refuses help? 
  18Little children, let us love, not in word or speech, but in truth and action. 19And by this we 
will know that we are from the truth and will reassure our hearts before him 20whenever our 
hearts condemn us; for God is greater than our hearts, and he knows everything. 21Beloved, if our 
hearts do not condemn us, we have boldness before God; 22and we receive from him whatever we 
ask, because we obey his commandments and do what pleases him. 
  23And this is his commandment, that we should believe in the name of his Son Jesus Christ 
and love one another, just as he has commanded us. 24All who obey his commandments abide in 
him, and he abides in them. And by this we know that he abides in us, by the Spirit that he has 
given us. 
  

Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
  

Silence may follow. 

 
SEQUENCE HYMN (BCP p. 357) 
All stand. 

 



GOSPEL: John 10:11-18 
All stand. 

Gospeller The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
  

[Jesus said,] 11“I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. 
12The hired hand, who is not the shepherd and does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and 
leaves the sheep and runs away—and the wolf snatches them and scatters them. 13The hired hand 
runs away because a hired hand does not care for the sheep. 14I am the good shepherd. I know my 
own and my own know me, 15just as the Father knows me and I know the Father. And I lay down 
my life for the sheep. 16I have other sheep that do not belong to this fold. I must bring them also, 
and they will listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd. 17For this reason the 
Father loves me, because I lay down my life in order to take it up again. 18No one takes it from 
me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it 
up again. I have received this command from my Father.” 
  

Gospeller The Gospel of the Lord. 
People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
  

 
THE SERMON (BCP p. 358) 
 
THE CREED (BCP p. 358) 
All stand. 

We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven: 
by the power of the Holy Spirit 

he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 



in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
He has spoken through the Prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 
CUSTOM TEXT (Easter) 
The Prayers of the People for Easter  
 
The Leader invites the People to prayer 
 
In peace let us pray to God, saying “Alleluia! Amen!” 
 
For your holy Church, in heaven and on earth, that it may be filled with the new life of the Risen 
Christ, especially Michael, our Presiding Bishop, and Deon, our bishop, we pray to you, O God. 
Alleluia! Amen! 
 
For our city, our nation, and our world, that Christ may bring us out of the bondage of fear and 
establish us in justice and in peace, we pray to you, O God. 
Alleluia! Amen! 
 
For earth and sea and sky, and all their creatures, that all the world may be renewed in the power 
of Christ’s resurrection, we pray to you, O God. 
Alleluia! Amen! 
 
For the sick and the suffering, for those in any need or trouble, that their pain may be redeemed 
and raised up to joy in the saving love of Christ, especially (names from the prayer list may be 
read here), we pray to you, O God. 
Alleluia! Amen! 
 
For those who give thanks, for those in whom healing has begun, for those celebrating birthdays 
and anniversaries, that Christ’s joy may be in them and their joy may be complete, especially 
(names and thanksgivings may be read here), we pray to you, O God. 
Alleluia! Amen! 
 
For those who have died in the hope of the resurrection, that we may be united one with another 
and all with Christ in the eternal life of the world to come, especially (names from the prayer list 
may be read here), we pray to you, O God. 



Alleluia! Amen! 
 
The Presider adds the concluding collect 
 
O God, who by the glorious resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ destroyed death and brought 
life and immortality to light: Hear our prayers, and fill us with life to do your will; through Jesus 
Christ our Savior. Amen. 
 
THE PEACE (BCP p. 360) 
All stand. 

Presider The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People And also with you. 
  

Then the Ministers and the People may greet one another in the name of the Lord. 

 
OFFERTORY SENTENCE (BCP p. 376) 
The Presider says 

Offer to God a sacrifice of thanksgiving, and make good your vows to the Most High. 
Psalm 50:14 

 
OFFERTORY HYMN (BCP p. 361) 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER (BCP p. 363) 
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

People and Presider 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy Name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
POST-COMMUNION HYMN (BCP p. 366) 
 
DISMISSAL (BCP p. 366) 
  Let us go forth in the name of Christ. Alleluia, alleluia. 
People Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia. 
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Upcoming Commemorations 
 

Anselm, Archbishop of Canterbury and Theologian, 1109 
Sunday, April 21, 2024 

 
John Muir, Naturalist and Writer, 1914, and Hudson Stuck, Priest and Environmentalist, 

1920 
Monday, April 22, 2024 

 
[Toyohiko Kagawa, Prophetic Witness, 1960] 

Tuesday, April 23, 2024 
 

George: Soldier and Martyr, c. 304 
Tuesday, April 23, 2024 

 
Genocide Remembrance 
Thursday, April 25, 2024 

 
Robert Hunt: Priest and First Chaplain at Jamestown, 1607 

Friday, April 26, 2024 
 

Christina Rossetti: Poet, 1894 
Saturday, April 27, 2024 

 

 


