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The Word of God 
 

Entrance Rite 
 
ENTRANCE HYMN (BCP p. 355) 
 
OPENING ACCLAMATION (BCP p. 355) 
The people standing, the Celebrant says 

  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 
  

 
COLLECT FOR PURITY (BCP p. 355) 
The Celebrant may say 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 
love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
OPENING ANTHEM OR SONG OF PRAISE S 280 Glory to God (Canticle 20) 
(Powell) (BCP p. 356) 
The following is sung, all standing 



 

 
THE COLLECT OF THE DAY (BCP p. 357) 
Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us pray. 
  

O God, you have taught us to keep all your commandments by loving you and our neighbor: 
Grant us the grace of your Holy Spirit, that we may be devoted to you with our whole heart, and 



united to one another with pure affection; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Lessons 
 
FIRST READING: Zechariah 9:9-12 
The people sit. 

A Reading from the book of the prophet Zechariah. 

 9Rejoice greatly, O daughter Zion! 
  Shout aloud, O daughter Jerusalem! 
 Lo, your king comes to you; 
  triumphant and victorious is he, 
 humble and riding on a donkey, 
  on a colt, the foal of a donkey. 
 10He will cut off the chariot from Ephraim 
  and the war-horse from Jerusalem; 
 and the battle bow shall be cut off, 
  and he shall command peace to the nations; 
 his dominion shall be from sea to sea, 
  and from the River to the ends of the earth. 
 
 11As for you also, because of the blood of my covenant with you, 
  I will set your prisoners free from the waterless pit. 
 12Return to your stronghold, O prisoners of hope; 
  today I declare that I will restore to you double. 
  

Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
  

Silence may follow. 

 
PSALM: Psalm 145:8-15 
Remain seated. 

 8The LORD is gracious and full of compassion, * 
  slow to anger and of great kindness. 
 9The LORD is loving to everyone * 
  and his compassion is over all his works. 
 10All your works praise you, O LORD, * 
  and your faithful servants bless you. 
 11They make known the glory of your kingdom * 
  and speak of your power; 
 12That the peoples may know of your power * 
  and the glorious splendor of your kingdom. 



 13Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom; * 
  your dominion endures throughout all ages. 
 14The LORD is faithful in all his words * 
  and merciful in all his deeds. 
 15The LORD upholds all those who fall; * 
  he lifts up those who are bowed down. 
 
SECOND READING: Romans 7:15-25a 
The people sit. 

A Reading from Paul's letter to the Church in Rome. 
15I do not understand my own actions. For I do not do what I want, but I do the very thing I hate. 
16Now if I do what I do not want, I agree that the law is good. 17But in fact it is no longer I that do 
it, but sin that dwells within me. 18For I know that nothing good dwells within me, that is, in my 
flesh. I can will what is right, but I cannot do it. 19For I do not do the good I want, but the evil I 
do not want is what I do. 20Now if I do what I do not want, it is no longer I that do it, but sin that 
dwells within me. 
  21So I find it to be a law that when I want to do what is good, evil lies close at hand. 22For I 
delight in the law of God in my inmost self, 23but I see in my members another law at war with 
the law of my mind, making me captive to the law of sin that dwells in my members. 24Wretched 
man that I am! Who will rescue me from this body of death? 25aThanks be to God through Jesus 
Christ our Lord! 
  

Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
  

Silence may follow. 

 
SEQUENCE HYMN (BCP p. 357) 
All stand. 

 
GOSPEL: Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30 
All stand. 

Priest The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
  

[Jesus said,] 16“To what will I compare this generation? It is like children sitting in the 
marketplaces and calling to one another, 
 17‘We played the flute for you, and you did not dance; 
  we wailed, and you did not mourn.’ 
18For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a demon’; 19the Son of Man 
came eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Look, a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax 
collectors and sinners!’ Yet wisdom is vindicated by her deeds.” 
  25At that time Jesus said, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have 



hidden these things from the wise and the intelligent and have revealed them to infants; 26yes, 
Father, for such was your gracious will. 27All things have been handed over to me by my Father; 
and no one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and 
anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him. 
  28“Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you 
rest. 29Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you 
will find rest for your souls. 30For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.” 
  

Priest The Gospel of our Savior. 
People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
  

 
THE SERMON (BCP p. 358) 
 
THE CREED (BCP p. 358) 
All stand. 

We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven: 
by the power of the Holy Spirit 

he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
He has spoken through the Prophets. 



We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
The Celebrant invites the People to prayer 
  
In peace, let us pray to God saying, ‘Living Christ, hear our prayer. 

Leader: For the holy, catholic, and apostolic Church in this and every nation. May your Church 
be a beacon of wisdom and truth to all people, united in love, and may your bishops and 
ministers proclaim a message of justice and liberation to the world. 

We pray for Sean, our Presiding Bishop and Deon, our Bishop.  In our Diocese of Missouri, we 
pray for the people and ministry of The Episcopal Church of St. Michael & St. George in 
Clayton; for Peter & Tom, their Assistant Rectors; and Stewart & Anne, their Priest Associates. 
In our companion Diocese of Puerto Rico, we pray for Holy Trinity Episcopal College (Colegio 
Episcopal Santísima) in Trinidad.We pray for our companion community, All Saints in 
Farmington. 

People: Living Christ, hear our prayer. 
 
Leader: Holy God, we pray for our nation and commend it to your merciful care. May there be 
freedom for all persons, and liberty to all. Protect us from violence, strife, and arrogance. May 
we be a people united for the common good. 

People: Living Christ, hear our prayer. 
 
Leader: We pray for Donald our President, Michael our Governor, and for the leaders in this and 
every nation. May they be people of wisdom and truth. We pray also for those in the armed 
forces that you may protect and guide them. 

People: Living Christ, hear our prayer. 

Leader: Holy God our creator may we be good stewards of your gift of this good earth and 
rightfully care for all creation and people. May there be peace among all people and may all 
lands be free of persecution and injustice. 

People: Living Christ, hear our prayer. 
 
Leader: For this parish and our surrounding community may we love our neighbors as Christ 
loves us.  

People: Living Christ, hear our prayer. 
 
Leader: For those who suffer from sorrow sickness or injustice: comfort, heal and protect them 
and may the Holy Spirit be present in their midst. May they know they are loved by you.  We 
especially pray for (names from the prayer list may be inserted here). 



People: Living Christ, hear our prayer. 
 
Leader: Protect all who are traveling. May their time away be filled with joy and adventure. 

People: Living Christ, hear our prayer. 
 
Leader: We commend to your love all those who have died, especially (names from the prayer 
list may be inserted here).May your will for them be fulfilled and may they stand with the 
Blessed Virgin Mary and all your saints in the hope of the resurrection.  

People: Living Christ, hear our prayer. 
 
Leader: Compassionate God, give your strength and healing to all those who are sad, lonely, or 
sick. And bless all those who try and help them.  

People: Living Christ, hear our prayer. 
 
Leader: We give you thanks for the freedom we have in this nation. 

People: Living Christ, hear our prayer. 
 
Leader: I invite any other prayers of intercession or thanksgiving, silently or aloud… 

Silence 

The Celebrant says the concluding prayer. 

Almighty and eternal God, ruler of all things in heaven and earth: Mercifully accept the prayers 
of your people, and strengthen us to do your will; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

  

 
CONFESSION OF SIN (BCP p. 359) 
  

The Deacon or Celebrant says 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Silence may be kept. 

Minister and People 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 



that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

The Priest stands and says 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. 
Amen. 

 
THE PEACE (BCP p. 360) 
All stand. 

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People And also with you. 
  

Then the Ministers and the People may greet one another in the name of the Lord. 

 

The Holy Communion 
 
OFFERTORY SENTENCE (BCP p. 376) 
The Celebrant says 

Offer to God a sacrifice of thanksgiving, and make good your vows to the Most High. 
Psalm 50:14 

 
OFFERTORY HYMN (BCP p. 361) 
 

The Great Thanksgiving 
 
SURSUM CORDA (BCP p. 367) 
The People remain standing. 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 
People We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
  

 
PROPER PREFACE (BCP p. 367) 
Facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds 



It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father 
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 

But chiefly are we bound to praise you for the glorious resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ our 
Lord; for he is the true Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us, and has taken away the sin of 
the world. By his death he has destroyed death, and by his rising to life again he has won for us 
everlasting life. 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

 
SANCTUS S 125 Holy, holy, holy (Proulx) (BCP p. 367) 
Celebrant and People 

 

 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION (BCP p. 368) 
The People stand or kneel. 

The Celebrant continues 

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in 
creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; 
and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be 



incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have 
delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out 
of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life. 

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given 
thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, 
which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and 
said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and 
for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 
Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 

Celebrant and People 

We remember his death, 
We proclaim his resurrection, 
We await his coming in glory; 

 
EPICLESIS (BCP p. 369) 
The Celebrant continues 

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, 
from your creation, this bread and this wine. 

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the 
Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his 
sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the 
fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly 
country where, with all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and 
daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, 
and the author of our salvation. 

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, 
Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 

 
THE LORD’S PRAYER (BCP p. 363) 
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

People and Celebrant 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy Name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 



and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Breaking of the Bread 
 
FRACTION ANTHEM S 154 Christ our Passover (Hurd) (BCP p. 364) 

 

 
INVITATION (BCP p. 364) 
The Celebrant says 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. 

 
DISTRIBUTION (BCP p. 365) 
The ministers receive the Sacrament in both kinds, and then immediately deliver it to the people. 

The Bread and the Cup are given to the communicants with these words 

The Body (Blood) of our Lord Jesus Christ keep you in everlasting life. [Amen.] 

 
COMMUNION HYMN (BCP p. 365) 
 
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER (BCP p. 365) 
After Communion, the Celebrant says 

Let us pray. 

Celebrant and People 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, 
you have graciously accepted us as living members 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
and you have fed us with spiritual food 



in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 
Send us now into the world in peace, 
and grant us strength and courage 
to love and serve you 
with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
BLESSING (BCP p. 366) 
The Priest blesses the people, saying 

The blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain 
with you for ever. Amen. 

 
POST-COMMUNION HYMN (BCP p. 366) 
 
DISMISSAL (BCP p. 366) 
  Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
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Upcoming Commemorations 
 

John (Jan) Hus: Prophetic Witness and Martyr, 1415 
Monday, July 6, 2026 

 
Benedict of Nursia, Monastic, c.543 

Saturday, July 11, 2026 
 
 

This Week at Holy Cross 
 

July 8 
Prayer Group 11:00 AM 

Reva Arnold Food Pantry 1;00 PM – 3;00 PM 
 

July 12 
Communion from the Reserved Sacrament 9:30 AM 


